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wee= == Route of walk
Alternate route

Public footpath

Public bridleway

1. Entrance and chalk 7, 9,12, 13. Downley

stream Common
2. St. Michael’s 8. The Old Smithy
3. Hughenden Valley 10. The Dells
4. Hughenden Manor 11. Le Despencer Arms
5. Oak trees 14. Beech woodland
6. Well Cottage 15. Manorial boundary

ditch

What’s in a name?

Place names often describe what was happening, where,
who by and the size of settlements many centuries in
the past. Here they tell us that the Anglo-Saxons knew
Downley as a clearing on the hill (down meaning “hill’
and ley ‘clearing’). In Anglo-Saxon times much of the
Chilterns must have had wooded hilltops for ley to be
significant.

Hughenden, recorded as Huchedene in 1086, is ‘Hycga’s
valley’ from the name Hycga and denu, “small, sinuous
valley’. Who was Hycga? We shall never know, but we
know where he and his family or tribe lived.

Naphill is written as Nappel on old maps from the 1600s
onwards, probably from ‘napping’ of the many flints to
be found at this location.

Map redrawn from the 1950 Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 sheets and updated.



